
This special supplement is made possible with funding from Citi Community Development. 

Please consult with a professional tax advisor for more information about your own situation.

MONEY MATTERS

If you earn $52,000 per year or less, you can keep more of your money 

with the Earned Income Tax Credit.

Find out how.

 

In 2013, 513,000 Missouri 
residents who claimed EITC  
received an average of 
$2,320 when filing their  
tax returns. 
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ST. CHARLES
Lewis and Clark Career Site
2400 Zumbehl Rd
St. Charles, MO 63301

St. Charles Borromeo 
601 North Fourth St
St. Charles, MO 63301
Tue, Thu only

NORMANDY
Lucas Crossing  
Elementary School 
7837 Natural Bridge Rd
St. Louis, MO 63121

GRAND CENTER
Cardinal Ritter College Prep
701 North Spring Ave
St. Louis, MO 63108

 

NORTH ST. LOUIS COUNTY
Believers Temple 
2115 Chambers Rd
St. Louis, MO 63138

SOUTH ST. LOUIS  
St. Mary’s High School 
4701 South Grand Ave
St. Louis, MO 63111

 
 

Please note: Sites opened on 
Jan 25, Feb 1, 8, 15, 22 and  
Mar 1. Lucas Crossing is closed  
on Feb 1 and Cardinal Ritter is 
closed on Mar 1. 

For information on how to  
locate a free tax preparation  
site, call United Way’s 2-1-1 or  
877-421-4624 or visit  
http://www.211helps.org.

VITA and TAP Site Locations in Your Area

What is VITA? 

The Volunteer Income Tax Assistance 

(VITA) program provides free tax 

help for people with incomes of about 

$52,000 or less.

At the VITA sites listed, IRS-trained 

volunteers are ready to prepare taxes, 

ensure accurate refunds and encourage 

savings. 

The volunteers make sure that 

taxpayers claim credits like the EITC, 

which can lead to significant tax 

refunds.

St. Louis Tax Preparation (TAP) Sites

Find out if you qualify for EITC this year: http://1.usa.gov/1bXXK2Z *

*Link is case sensitive

Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) is a benefit for working people who have low- to moderate-income. A tax 

credit means more money in your pocket. It reduces the amount of tax you owe and may also give you a refund. 

EITC is also called EIC or Earned Income Credit. 

What is Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC)?

•   File an income tax return or a joint return  
if you're married. 

• Earn $52,000 per year or less.

•  Meet certain age requirements (25-64 if  
you don’t claim a child as a dependent).

• Have a valid Social Security number.

• Cannot be someone else’s dependent.

• Meet US Citizenship requirements.

•  Receive less than $3,300 in income from  
investments for the year.

How do you claim EITC?

http://1.usa.gov/1bXXK2Z
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Save for retirement. According to the Department of Labor, the average 

American will spend 20 years in retirement. Saving helps you make the most 

of those years. Start small by putting aside just a little each month. Talk to 

your employer about retirement savings or pension plans. Ask your bank about 

opening an Individual Retirement Account (IRA).

 Pay off debt. If you're paying high interest rates on credit cards or loans, you 

are losing money. Pay off debt with the highest interest fi rst. Try to change your 

credit card habits by charging no more than what you can afford to pay in the 

same month. Save for expensive purchases. It may be convenient to buy with 

credit, but you may end up paying double. 

 Save for college. A college education can increase earning potential 

for a lifetime. Tuition, books and other expenses can add up to a lot, even if 

you qualify for fi nancial aid. If you have a child going to college or plan to 

further your own education, consult your bank about a 529 savings plan. 

It’s specifi cally for college costs and provides special tax benefi ts for you.

Start a rainy day fund. It’s a good idea to have an emergency fund during 

tough times, like unexpected medical costs or sudden unemployment. Save 

enough to cover about six months of expenses and leave that money alone 

during good times. Ask your bank about savings accounts that will earn interest 

and grow over time. 

It’s safe. Money in the bank is insured up to certain limits by the federal 

government — so, even if the bank were to close, you won’t lose all of your 

money. Putting your money in the bank protects it from theft and fi re.

It's convenient. 
•  Pay your bills online or with checks.

• Have your salary automatically deposited.

•  Access your money 24/7/365 through automated teller machines (ATMs).

•  Use your ATM card to pay at stores (instead of carrying around cash).

It can grow. Some bank accounts earn interest so you end up with more than 

you put in.

It saves you money. With a bank account, there’s no cost to cash checks or 

transfer money. 

It helps build an important relationship. As the bank gets to know you 

as a responsible account holder, it’s more likely to give you a loan for college, 

house or car.

Save money for a secure fi nancial future. 

Open a bank account to save safely and easily.

   Proof of identifi cation (like a 
driver's license, state ID or 
US Passport).

   Social Security cards or offi cial 
Social Security number (SSN) 
verifi cation letters for yourself, 
your spouse and any dependents.

•  No SSN? Bring your Individual 
Taxpayer Identifi cation Number 
(ITIN) assignment letters.

   All documents relating to money 
that you received throughout 
the year.

•  Wage and Earnings Statement(s) 
from your employer(s) (Form 
W-2, W-2G, or 1099-R).

•  Interest and Dividend 
Statement(s) (Form 1099) that 
you received from your bank(s).

    A copy of your federal and/or state 
tax return from last year, if you 
fi led (recommended, not required).

    The total amount you paid 
for daycare and the daycare 
provider’s tax identifi cation 
number — YOU MIGHT BE 
ELIGIBLE FOR CREDITS.

    Your bank routing and account 
numbers (if you have a bank
account and want to have your 
tax refund direct-deposited, 
which is faster). These numbers are 
usually listed on your checks or 
deposit slips.

    Your spouse (if applicable). Both of 
you must sign the required forms.

Bring ALL of these essentials 
to the VITA site!



United Way funds more than 175 health and human service agencies 

located throughout 16 counties in Missouri and Illinois. More than one 

million people in the community receive services that strengthen families, 

help the elderly, keep children healthy and safe and build stronger 

neighborhoods. In 2013, United Way EITC partners prepared 16,140 federal 

tax returns with the help of 884 volunteers, which returned over $19.7 

million in tax refunds and over $6.7 million in Earned Income Tax Credits  

to working families in the St. Louis metro area. "Since 2005, United Way 

has invested in the work of area EITC partners who help low-income 

working families prepare their taxes for free, and receive all of the tax 

credits for which they qualify. Without the EITC and the assistance of 

hundreds of IRS-certified volunteer tax preparers, many families would  

not be able to make ends meet, take care of their children’s basic needs  

or save for their future." - Orvin Kimbrough, President and CEO, United  

Way of Greater St. Louis, Inc. For information on how to locate a free  

tax preparation site, call 2-1-1 or visit http: //www.211helps.org. 

The St. Louis Tax Assistance Program (TAP) is building communities  

by creating and growing assets through direct and innovative financial  

solutions for low-income families. The St. Louis Tax Assistance Program  

(TAP) works to provide free tax preparation, financial literacy and asset 

building services to citizens of St. Louis City, St. Louis County and               

St. Charles County. TAP operates six free tax preparation sites open to  

any individuals or families earning less than $52,000 a year. In 2013, a total 

of 1,649 returns were prepared for 1,710 low-income families in the St. Louis 

metropolitan area at these tax preparation sites. Refunds totaling $3.2 

million were returned to these families, of which $1.2 million was from the 

Earned Income Tax Credit and $518,000 was from the Child Credit.

Citi Community Development leads Citi’s commitment to achieve economic empowerment and growth for underserved  
individuals, families and communities. In partnership with public and nonprofit agencies, we expand access to financial  
products and services and build sustainable business solutions.  

Learn more about Community Development at Citi: citicommunitydevelopment.com.

Melanie DiLeo
Citi Community Development
State Director for Missouri
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Partner Spotlight

®

"VITA and TAP tax preparation sites are 
invaluable public resources. Instead of being 
ripped off by high fees and predatory refund 
schemes, low-income tax filers at VITA/TAP 
sites get honest service that is in their best 
interest. This quality tax service enables 
some families to put a portion of refunds 
aside as savings, making their lives  
more stable."

-   Michael Sherraden, Ph.D., Director 
 Center for Social Development
Washington University

LEARN HOW TO MANAGE  
YOUR FINANCES
IRS Tax Help   
http://www.irs.gov/Help-&-Resources *

CFED Financial Education Guide  
http://cfed.org/assets/pdfs/BOTW_VITA_English.pdf *

*Links are case sensitive

http://cfed.org/assets/pdfs/BOTW_VITA_English.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/Help-&-Resources
http://citicommunitydevelopment.com/citi/citizen/community/



